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Gur Sixteenth Volume. 


q The press rules the world today! — such an enormous amount of literature 
is read and circulated! But how sad! — most of it contributes little or nothing 
to the people’s edification or spiritual profit. Light, fictitious stories are now 
eagerly sought by old and young. Writers of this class of literature only wish 
to please; their main object is to secure a wide circulation. 


| The reading of this useless, worthless, often immoral literature, is fraught 
with many dangers. It isthe sacred duty of every sincere Catholic, especially 
in our present time, to read something solid and religious for his instruction 
and encouragement. 


‘| From the very beginning, Tabernacle and Purgatory, has had this noble end in 
view : to edify, to instruct its readers; to direct their minds heavenward, towards the 
highest and most precious treasures. 


‘| “Tabernacle and Purgatory” is of an expensive make-up. Only the best 
quality of paper is used. The clear, tasteful printing doubles its value. It 
is one of the very few religious periodicals with inspiring, artistic pictures. 
To get up our magazine entails a heavy expense to us. We do not think 
there could be found a publishing house in this country able to issue a 
magazine of such a make-up for only 50 cents. 


{| The “St. Benedict Almanac” goes hand in hand with “Tabernacle and Purga- 

tory.” Everywhere it has been heartily welcomed. This year we intend to 

increase its size. For this Almanac we must figure a cost of twenty-five cents 
. including three cents for postage. 


q Surely everyone of our dear readers will cheerfully give seventy-five cents for 
Tabernacle and Purgatory and the Almanac. We are confident that none of our 
friends would wish us to labor at a loss. Yet the loss we suffered last year and years 
previous was considerable as many of our readers failed to send in a remuneration 
for St. Benedict Almanac. 


‘| All publications have doubled the subscription price. We indeed shall 
appreciate it highly if a large number of our esteemed readers make up their 
mind to pay $1.00 for “Tabernacle and Purgatory” including the Almanac, 
although the regular price, with this issue 1920, is seventy-five cents. God be 


praised, there are some noble souls who support the good work by substantial aid. 


‘| One petition, dear reader: Circulate “Tabernacle and Purgatory” every- 
where. Bean apostle of our magazine and our booklet-publications. Say 
a good word in their favor wherever and whenever you can; success will 
crown your efforts. God will reward you, and we thank you sincerely. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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A Few Letters from Many. 


Massachusetts. We have our book cases almost full of all kinds of Catholic 
books and magazines, but after all I like best to read “Tabernacle and Purgatory;” 
there is always something in it that makes me feel glad. 


AA Priest from Minnesota. your periodical is a wonderful work of instruction and devotion. 


Chicago. Your dear magazine is such a gem of holiness and inspiration that I 
hope to receive it all during the remainder of my life and I will always speak 
a good word for it. 


Texas. The reading of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” gives us great pleasure, it is so very 
instructive, an excellent propagator of Catholic taith; it should be a household good in every 
family. 


THlinois. I feel as though I can never thank you enough for sending that wonderful book. 


W. Virginia. I thank you for the many delightful hours in reading your perfect 


little gem of a magazine. 


Pennsylvania. God bless your work. “Tabernacle and Purgatory” is the best 
book in the country. 


Philadelphia. As soon as I get well and strong, I mean to work with a stronger effort to get 
subscribers for the “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” for I dearly love that little book. You would 
be surprised if I told you the number of Catholic magazines I subscribe for, but dear Sisters, 
| would not give your magazine for any of them. 


Tndiana, The magazine, “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” is always “most” welcome 
at my home, in fact, we would be lost without it. It gives one inspirations for good 
thoughts, good deeds and works for our Divine Lord in the most Blessed Sacrament. 


Pittsburgh. 1: 1 had time, dear Sisters, | would like to tell you how dearly I love “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory.” Ihave been getting it for years and | have had to give up almost all my otner 
magazines, but | cannot give up your excellent magazine. It inspires one with such good 
and holy thoughts. 


$t. Louis. 1 want to thank you kindly for the beautiful St. Benedict Almanac, which you sent 
me. It is so very interesting and instructive that I find much pleasure in reading it and re- 
ferring to it as often as possible. I shall be glad to do all in my power to get more subscribers 
for you, as | am greatly interested in the booklet myself, and lose no opportunity to bring it to 
the notice of others. 


Michigan. Dear Sisters, | cannot tell you how much I like the book, ‘‘Tabernacle and 
Purgatory.’’ Although | take a lot of Catholic reading matter, | like that booklet the best 
of all, and each number is better than the one before. | shall send you three new names of 
friends for a Christmas present. I don’t see how anyone who ever took that little book can 
be without it. 


Obio. It is one of the brightest days for me when your magazine comes. 


Tndiana. I dearly love the little book and read it from cover to cover. I will al- 
ways have it in my home, and will also pass it on to my friends and try to get 
them to subscribe for it. 


Wisconsin, We are all pleased with your beautiful ‘“Tabernacle and Purgatory,’’ and 
I think there is no book like it. I hope it will soon be in every Catholic home. 


Baltimore. we love your magazine, ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ and always enjoy read- 
ng the beautiful articles contained therein. It is true to its mission, to enkindle love for 
our Divine Lord in hearts. 


$t. Louis. Truly, your great magazine has been and still is one of our consolations in sick- 
ness, which so frequently visits me. And in health, it is our pride, and we delight to read 
all it contains. e 


Indiana. We have been taking your magazine since 1913 or longer. We think it 
a God’s blessing in a Catholic home. We cannot do without it. My husband 
looks eagerly for its coming each time. He keeps asking: Has our “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory” come yet? 
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The Wedding Feast at Cana. 


The Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich continued. 





CANA, on the south side of a hill, is a clean, pleasant 
place, smaller than Capharnaum. There is a synagogue with 
three priests. Near the synagogue is the public hall with a 
courtyard, and surrounded by an arcade covered with foliage, 
where the wedding will be celebrated. 

When Jesus and His disciples arrived at Cana, He was 
received with great respect by Mary, by the parents of the 
bride, the bridegroom and others, who had come to meet Him. 
With the more intimate of His disciples, and especially with 
the future apostles, He lived in a separate house, which belonged 
to the sister of the bridegroom’s mother, who also was a 
daughter of Sobe, the sister of St. Ann. During the entire 
celebration, she represented the bridegroom’s mother. Israel, 
was the name of the bride’s father; he descended from Ruth 
of Bethlehem. He was a well-to-do man, had a big trans- 
portation business, packing houses, large inns, and feeding 
places for caravans along the highway, with many subordinate 
officials. The entire wealth of the place was owned by Israel 
and a few others; most of the inhabitants worked for Israel, 
and lived from these earnings. The bride’s mother was a little 
lame, limped and had to be led. 

From Galilee, all the relatives of St. Ann and Joachim, 
more than a hundred guests in number, were together at Cana. 
From Jerusalem came Mary of Mark, John of Mark, Obed and 
Veronica. Jesus Himself brought about twenty-five of His 
disciples as guests. 

In his twelfth year, at the children’s festival in the house 
of St. Ann, when returning from the temple, Jesus had told 
the bridegroom after a mysterious discourse on bread and 
wine, that He would once be present at his wedding. As with 
every other event in His earthly life, the presence of our Lord 
at this wedding feast was brought about by a higher mysterious 
ordination; nevertheless, it was also occasioned by apparently 
ordinary reasons. Through messengers Mary had besought 
Jesus to attend this wedding. Among the friends and relatives 
of the Holy Family, the report had circulated after human 
fashion: Mary, His Mother, a widow, He had deserted. Now 
He journeys through the country, and does not trouble Himself 
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about her. He therefore wanted to come to this wedding with 
His friends to show His respect to her. 

Jesus had taken charge of part of the festivities; for this 
reason Mary was here very early, and helped to arrange 
everything. He had agreed to furnish all the wine for the 
wedding; this is why Mary was so solicitous that they should 
not run short of wine. Jesus wished Lazarus and Martha to go 
to Cana to assist Mary with the preparations. It was Laza- 
rus — although this was known only to Jesus and Mary — who 
defrayed that part of the expenses which Jesus had assumed. 
Jesus placed great confidence in Lazarus. He gladly accepted 
everything from him, and Lazarus in return was happy to 
give everything. Up to the last, Lazarus was like the treasurer 
and support of the Church. During the entire feast he was 
treated as a specially distinguished guest by the bride’s father, 
who personally paid great attention that he was well served. 
Lazarus was very courteous, earnest, calm, with an amiable re- 
serve in his manners; he spoke little, and constantly and fer- 
vently paid attention to Jesus. 

Besides furnishing the wine, Jesus had to supply part of 
the banquet, that is, the more excellent dishes, such as fruit, 
vegetables and various kinds of fowl. For all this was provid- 
ed. Veronica had brought a basket of wonderful flowers and 
artistic confectionery from Jerusalem. Jesus was considered 
thei Master of the festival. He directed all the amusements 
and seasoned them with parables. He also arranged the order 
of the festivities, and said that during these days, according to 
custom, all should enjoy themselves, but in all joy they should 
draw wisdom from everything. Among other things He said 
that they should leave the house twice a day to amuse themselves 
in the open air. 

Games and Dancing. 


Thus I saw the wedding guests, men and women separately, 
amusing themselves in a pleasure-garden by talking together 
and playing games. The men lay ina circle on the ground, and 
in the centre were various kinds of fruit, which in accordance 
with certain rules, they threw and rolled toward each other to 
make them fall into certain grooves and circles, which others 
again tried to prevent. I saw Jesus take part in this game of 
fruit with a friendly earnestness; often, with a smile, He said 
a wise word at which all wondered. He had arranged the inner 
circles of games and prizes and distributed them amid charming, 
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often quite wonderful remarks. The youths who were present, 
ran and jumped across garlands and fruit. The women sat 
alone and likewise played with fruit; the bride always sat be- 
tween Mary and the bridegroom’s aunt. 

They also had a kind of dance. At intervals, the children 
played music and sang choruses. All the dancers held cloths 
in their hands, with which the men and young ladies touched 
one another, when they danced in rows or closed circles. With- 
out these cloths they never touched each other. The bride and 
bridegroom had black cloths, the others yellow ones. The 
bridegroom and the bride had the first dance alone, after which 
all joined in the dance. The young ladies were veiled, but the 
veils were somewhat turned back from their faces; their dresses 
were long in the back, and in front tucked up with bands. 
Their dancing was not a hopping and jumping as it is nowadays, 
but rather a gliding along in various lines, at the same time 
moving their hands, head and body, and keeping time with the 
music. It was thoroughly charming and chaste. However, 
none of the future apostles took part in the dance; but Nathanael 
Chased, Obed, Jonathan and other disciples. Of the women 
folks, only young ladies danced; everything was remarkably 
orderly, quiet and joyful. 

With those disciples who afterwards became His apostles, 
Jesus spoke much alone during these days; the other disciples 
were not present. Jesus took a walk in the neighborhood with 
all the disciples and guests, giving instruction. The future 
apostles again explained to others what they had heard Jesus 
teach. This taking a walk had the purpose to make it easier 
for those who were preparing the festival, so that they could 
proceed without being much disturbed; but occasionally a few 
disciples and Jesus also, were present in the house and at the 
preparation, to arrange this or that. 

At this festival, Jesus wished to make Himself known to 
all His friends and relatives, and desired that all, whom up 
to this time He had chosen, would become acquainted with 
one another. 

In the synagogue also, where all the guests had assembled, 
Jesus taught of lawful amusements, of their signification, their 
measure, their earnestness, their wisdom, also of the holiness 
of marriage, of continency and chastity and of spiritual marriage. 
At the conclusion of His teaching, the espoused couple stepped 
before Jesus, and He instructed them individually. 
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Solemn Marriage Ceremonies. 


The third day, in the morning at nine o’clock, the marriage 
ceremonies took place. From the synagogue, the bride and 
bridegroom were accompanied to the festival-house and from 
there again taken to the synagogue. There were six boys and 
six little girls in the procession, who carried wreaths, also six 
youths and six maidens with fifes and other instruments. 
Besides, the bride was accompanied by twelve young ladies as 
bridesmaids, and the bridegroom by twelve young men as 
groomsmen. : 

The marriage ceremonies were performed by priests in 
front of the synagogue. The rings which they exchanged, had 
been presented to the bridegroom by Mary, and Jesus had 
blessed them when with His Mother. A remarkable thing took 
place at this marriage, which I did not observe at the marriage 
of Joseph and Mary, namely, with a pointed instrument, the 
priest wounded the bride’s and bridegroom’s left ring-finger; he 
let two drops of blood from the bridegroom and one from the 
bride drop into a cup of wine, which they drank together. 
They then gave away articles of clothing, pieces of cloth and 
other things to the poor who were present. 

I saw a wonderful game for the men, which Jesus Himself 
had arranged in the pleasure-hall. In the centre of the hall 
was a round table with equal portions of different flowers, herbs 
and fruit along the border, as there were persons taking part 
in the game. These fruits Jesus had arranged all by Himself 
according to various deep-meaning significations. 

In this game there was something quite wonderful, and 
more than mere chance; for the lot which fell to each player, 
had some reference to his qualities, faults and virtues. Every- 
one was singularly touched and moved by the words of Jesus, 
and perhaps also by partaking of the fruit. Nevertheless, what 
Jesus said about each one’s lot, was for those whom it did not 
concern, only a cheerful, impressive word. But each one felt 
that our Lord cast a deep glance into his interior; -it was the 
same as when Jesus spoke to Nathanael of having seen 
him under the fig tree, which struck him so forcibly, but re- 
mained concealed to others. 

But with one lot especially there was quite a wonderful 
effect. The bridegroom drew a remarkable fruit. There were 
two kinds of fruit on one stem; one resembled a fig, the other 
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was more like an apple, and hollow. It was of a reddish color, 
white inside with red stripes; I saw this kind of fruit in paradise. 

I only recall that all were much surprised when the bride- 
groom won this fruit, and that Jesus spoke of matrimony and 
chastity, and of the hundredfold fruit of chastity, and yet all 
this was said in such a manner as not to offend the Jewish 
idea of matrimony, but some of the disciples, for example, 
James the Less, who was an Essenian, understood it still more 
profoundly. ; 

After the bridegroom had drawn this lot for himself and 
the bride, and when both had partaken therefrom, I saw him 
become deeply affected and grow pale, and a dark shadow 
depart from him, so that he appeared to me much brighter and 
purer, even transparent, compared to before. The bride, also, 
who sat at a distance among the women, seemed like in a state 
of unconsciousness after she had eaten of this same fruit, and 
from her likewise departed a dark shadow. This fruit, which 
the bridal couple had eaten, had reference to chastity. There 
is a certain supernatural mystery in all fruits and herbs, since 
the fall of man and the fall of the whole creation with him. 
In visions and at celestial tables, these fruits appear to me 
according to their signification before the fall. Now everything 
is too confused by our understanding and the way we use 


them. ; 
The Wedding Banquet. 


The game in the garden was followed by the wedding 
banquet. Jesus rested at the head of the table, His feet toward 
the decorated fire-place. At this table sat Israel, the bride’s 
father, the male relatives of Jesus and of the bride, also 
Lazarus. At the side-tables sat the other wedding guests and 
disciples. The women sat in the space behind the fire-place, but 
could hear: all the words of our Lord. The bridegroom served 
at table. But there were also present a steward and a few 
men-servants wearing aprons. The bride and some maid-serv- 
ants waited on the women. % 

When the dishes had been brought in, a roasted lamb 
was placed before Jesus. Its feet were tied crosswise. Now, 
when the bridegroom brought to Jesus a case containing the 
carving knives, Jesus said to him privately, he should recall 
that children’s banquet, after the Paschal festival, when He had 
related a parable of a wedding and had told him that He would 
come to his wedding. This had come to pass today. Then 
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the bridegroom became very grave, for he had entirely for- 
gotten this occurrence. 


Jesus was Very Cheerful at the Banquet. 


At table, the same as throughout the wedding feast, Jesus 
was very cheerful. He accompanied every action of the meal 
with an interpretation of its spiritual meaning. He spoke also 
of joyfulness and festive cheer. He remarked that the bow 
must not always be stretched, a field must be refreshed by 
rain: so, too, whoever wants to follow the Lamb, must renounce 
his own pasture, die to his passions, separate himself from 
the members of his family, and become through the Lamb 
united with His Heavenly Father. 

Jesus had taken upon Himself to defray the expenses of 
the second course of the wedding banquet, and also the wine, 
and everything had been provided for by His Mother and 
Martha. Now when the second course, consisting of fowl, 
fish, honey-preparations, fruit and a kind of confectionery that 
had been brought by Veronica, was placed upon the side- 
table, Jesus approached and cut a slice from each kind; there- 
upon He returned to His table. The dishes were served, but 
the wine was missing. 

When the Holy Virgin, who had charge of this part of 
the banquet, noticed that the wine was missing, she went to 
Jesus and reminded Him of His promise that He would provide 
for the wine. Jesus, who was teaching about His Heavenly 
Father, replied, “Woman, what is to Me and to thee? My 
hour is not yet come.” This was no harshness toward the 
Holy Virgin. He said to her “Woman,” not “Mother,” because 
at this moment He wished as the Son of God, to exercise a 
mysterious function before His disciples and all His relatives, 
and was present in Divine Power. 

When He died on the Cross and Mary wept, He also said, 
“Woman, behold thy son!” As Jesus had told her He would 
provide for the wine, Mary here came forward in her dignity 
as Mediatrix and told Him about their deficiency of wine. But 
the wine which He intended to give, was more than wine in 
the ordinary sense of the word, it had reference to the mystery 
of the wine which He would once change into His Blood. He 
therefore said: “My hour is not yet come, first, that I shall 
give the promised wine; secondly, that I shall change water 
into wine; thirdly, that I shall change the wine into My Blood.” 
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Mary was now no longer solicitous for the guests of the bridal 
‘couple; she had petitioned her Son, and therefore she said to 
the waiters: “Whatsoever He shall say to you, do ye.” 

It is the same when the Spouse of Christ, the Church, 
prays to Him: “Lord, Thy sons have no wine,” and Jesus 
says to her, not Spouse, but “Church, do not worry, do not 
be uneasy. My hour is not yet come!” and as though the 
Church says to her priests, “Observe all His beckonings and 
commands, for He will help you.” 

Mary therefore told the servants they should await and 
fulfill the commands of Jesus. After a while Jesus told the 
servants to bring to Him the empty water-pots. They brought 
the pots, there were three water-pots and three wine-pots, 
and showed that they were empty, by holding them upside 
down over a basin. Jesus told them to fill all of them with 
water. They at once carried the pots to the well which was 
in a vaulted cellar, consisting of a stone water-chest and a 
pump. The pots were large and heavy, of earthenware; when 
filled two men had to carry heavily by the two handles. 

Mary’s admonition had been said in a whisper; our Lord’s 
answer, as well as His command to fetch water, was loud. 
When the pots were filled with water and the six had been 
arranged along the table that contained the food and drink, 
Jesus went there and blessed the pots; and when He was 
again at table, He said, “Draw out now and carry to the chief 
steward.” When the latter had tasted the wine, he went to 
the bridegroom and said, “Every man at first setteth forth 
good wine and when men have well drank, then that which 
is worse; but thou hast kept the good wine until now.” He 
did not know that Jesus had undertaken to provide this wine. 
Thereupon the bridegroom and the bride’s father likewise drank 
with great astonishment, and the servants declared that they 
had dipped only water and had filled the vessels. Now all 
drank from it. 

There was no excitement over the miracle, the whole 
congregation was filled with silence and reverence, and Jesus 
taught much about this miracle. Among other things He said 
the world gives the strong wine first and deceives those who 
are drunk with poor beverage, but not so the kingdom whica 
His Heavenly Father had given Him; then pure water will 
become delicious wine just as tepidity must be changed to 
strong animated fervor. 











TABERNACLE. AND PURGATORY 13 


Thereupon He said that they would yet see greater miracles. 
He would keep several Paschs, and at the last Pasch, wine 
would be changed into Blood and bread into Flesh, and 
He would remain with them and comfort and strengthen them 
to the end. He also said that after that banquet they would 
see things happen to Him which they could now not under- 
stand, were He to tell them. 

They listened to everything He said with awe and admira- 
tion. But all were like transformed by the reception of this 
wine, and I saw that not only by the miracle, but with the 
wine itself, like formerly by the fruit, they had received 
interiorly an essential strengthening and changing. All His 
disciples, His relatives, and all the guests present at the festival, 
were now convinced of His power and dignity and of His 
mission. All believed in Him, and: in all who had drunk of 
the wine this faith was equally diffused, and all had become 
better united and fervent. Thus He was here for the first 
time in His Church, and it was the first sign that He wrought 
for it in testimony of their faith, and for this reason it is re- 
lated as the first miracle in His history, just as the Last Supper 
was the last, when they already believed. 

At the conclusion of the banquet the bridegroom came to 
Jesus alone and spoke to Him very humbly and declared to 
Him that he felt all earthly desires within him dead and would 
be glad to live in continency with his bride, if she would be 
willing to consent toit. The bride likewise came to Jesus alone 
and told Him the same thing, and Jesus called both together 
and spoke to them about matrimony, and how pleasing purity 
is to God and of the hundredfold fruits of the spirit. “He spoke 
of many prophets and holy persons who had lived chaste and 
had sacrificed to the Heavenly Father their flesh; nevertheless 
they had many spiritual children — persons who had gone astray 
and were brought back to virtue by them, consequently they 
had a great and holy posterity. The bridal couple made a vow 
of continency to live as brother and sister for three years. 
They knelt down before Jesus and He blessed them. The poor 
had received much at this banquet, for nothing was served 
twice; it was immediately distributed among the poor. 

On the evening of the fourth day of the wedding, the bride 
and bridegroom were escorted to their home in solemn proces- 
sion. Children walked in front, and on sheets of cloth carried 
an open and closed wreath of flowers, which they plucked to 




















Jesus blessed the bridal couple, while children plucked to pieces wreaths of flowers and strewed them around. 
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pieces in front of the espoused couple’s home, and strewed them 
around. Jesus was in the house and blessed them. The priests 
were present; since the miracle at the banquet they were very 
humble. 

On the Sabbath Jesus taught twice in the synagogue of 
Cana. Hespoke also of the wedding festival, and of the obedience 
and pious sentiments of the bridal couple. When He left the 
synagogue, some persons cast themselves down before Him and 
implored His aid for the sick. 

He performed two wonderful cures here. A man had fallen 
from a tower, he was dead, and all his limbs were crushed. 
Jesus stepped up to him, laid his limbs in right order, touched 
the fractured spots, and told him to arise and go home. He 
did so, after expressing his gratitude; he had a wife and children. 
He was also taken to a possessed person who was chained to 
a stone, and He delivered him. He healed one who had dropsy 
and a woman with issue of blood; she was a sinner. There 
were seven in all He healed. The people were not allowed to 
come during the festival; but when it was rumored that He 
would leave soon after the Sabbath, they could be restrained 
no longer. bia To be continued. 

Conlide in the Love of Jesus. 


By Rev. Father Matheo, Apostle of the Enthronement. 





BRILLIANT discourses you will not hear from me. My am- 
bition consists in having something in common with St. Peter. 
On the night of our Lord’s Passion, a maid-servant approached 
him saying, “Thou also art one of His disciples!” — “Oh, no.” — 
“Surely, thou wast with Jesus of Nazareth.”— “No, no, I know 
Him not,” — declared the frightened Apostle. But the maid 
proved the truth of her assertion, saying, “Thy speech doth 
discover thee,” thou dost speak in the same manner as He 
does. This is what I am anxious to possess, the speech of 
St. Peter, a language like that of our Lord; the language of 
love, the language of simplicity and humility. 

Imagine that Jesus speaks to you thus: My son, My daugh- 
ter, I wish to be wholly thine, I am wholly thine with Divinity 
and humanity, with My grace and with My Heart! I, thy 
God, am thine, I desire to belong more to thee than to the 
angels. For them I did less than for thee. 

Contemplate the Divine Child in the crib. There He lies 
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upon straw, wrapped in swaddling clothes. Listen to His voice, 
hear how He speaks to us. He weeps because His Heart is 
wounded, wounded by love. For whom does Jesus of Nazareth 
pray and suffer?— For us. He pleads. What does He desire? 
Our salvation. He prays because He loves, because His Heart 
is wounded for love of us. 

On the plains of. Galilee and Judea Jesus is preaching. 
How tenderly He calls men to Himself, saying, “Come to Me, 
all!” This is the language of His love-wounded Heart. At 
Bethania — there He is preaching how we should live and love. 
Oh how he craves for the love of His creatures, for you, for 
me! In the garden of Gethsemani He sweats Blood, on Calvary 
He drains the last drop of the Blood of His love-wounded 
Heart. Let us contemplate the Divine Master in the tabernacle, 
on the altar, in our heart: everywhere He is the same. He 
gives Himself to us. “Behold the Heart which has loved men 
somuch! I, Thy God, present thee with this Heart, if thou 
wilt have It!” 

My son, My daughter, I love thee and I come to thee, 
Jesus says. I come to thee and I wish to abide with thee, in 
thee, as the King of love and mercy, if thou wilt receive Me. 
Dost thou wish Me to be thy King, thy Ruler? Only as such 
do I come to thee, in no other manner could I come. But if I 
am the King, the Ruler, then I must reign and command. I 
come to thee in order to stay with thee, and I desire thy 
docility. Wilt thou permit Me to reign and rule in thee? Wilt 
thou trust Me to steer the helm of thy life’s frail barque? 

My son, My daughter, I love thee and I come te thee as 
a Friend and Brother. Whether I am thy Friend, thy Brother, 
thou must learn from My Mother, who is likewise thy Mother; 
she will tell thee. My Mother will secure My friendship for 
thee. My fraternal love I offer thee in return, trust Me unre- 
servedly, give Me thy unshaken confidence. My love makes 
no exchange with a heart wavering between doubt and con- 
fidence, between trust and fear. 

Thou must hold firmly to My love with unswerving faith. 
Alas! at times I see thee entertain doubts. In the vicissitudes 
of life thou must always give Me thy confidence in Holy Com- 
munion. This confidence must be unreserved in time of rest 
as well as in action, in anxieties and in cares. We are intimate 
friends! We are brothers! Thy crosses and thy sufferings 
_ give Me with unshaken confidence. Preserve thy confidence 
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in thy daily adversities. Be not troubled if men fail to under- 
stand thee. My Divine wisdom will come to thy aid. Trust 
Me in combats, in temptations. Trust Me especially when I send 
thee a trial. Remain calm amidst the misfortunes and deceptions 
of life. What can be wanting to thee in the Savior’s barque? 
Have confidence in spiritual dryness, when thou art lacking 
sentiments of love. Thy heart is Mine, if thou hast the will 
to follow Me in love. Preserve confidence in thy most secret 
concerns, in thy many cares, in matters of conscience, even 
then, when it concerns thy eternal salvation. Let Me act; I am 
Jesus, the Almighty, the all-beneficent One. 

Behold, I thy Lord and God await thy consent. Speak, 
wilt thou accept Me? We shall then abide together inseparably. 
Then what could separate us? The Cross will unite thy 
anguished heart still closer to. Mine! Thou wilt suffer and 
combat, but supported by My arm; reposing on My Heart, thou 
wilt rejoice. Wilt thou now receive Me as thy Confidante, thy 
Brother, thy Friend? 

Thus Jesus speaks to us. He needs us; He has made this 
love-necessity for Himself. How much we stand in need of 
Him! Let us say from the depth of our heart: Heart of Jesus, 
I trust in Thee, because I believe in Thy love for me. 

My son, my daughter, have a confiding love. Put aside the 
continual consideration of yourself, rely on God, not on yourself. 
He will accomplish His work in you, regardless of your wretch- 
edness. Our misery is as deep as the abyss, there is no doubt 
about that, but there is no need continually to complain that 
we have to carry so heavy across alone. It is God’s duty, if so 
I may express myself, to assist us to carry our cross, to heal 
our wounds. Let us rely on Him, just because He is our God. 
That says everything. Let us have a great, confiding love for 
Him. Jesus Christ is our life; Jesus Christ realized in life, is 
holiness. We must become entirely one with Him and lead a 
life of love. Then will He take from us our narrow, selfish 
heart, and in its place give us His own, as He did to Margaret 
Mary. 


~_—e—r 





Oh! the mercy and goodness of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Great as God is Thy goodness, O Lord, vast as an ocean Thy mercy. 
Yet, timid, doubting man puts a limit to Thy munificence. How true, 
what St. Alphonsus says: ‘The divine mercy is like a fountain of 
infinite magnitude, whosoever draws with a larger vessel, viz., with a 
greater confidence, is enriched with greater heavenly treasures. 











The Dignity of Being Mother of God. 





MARY in her Immaculate Conception was favored witha 
privilege unique in the human family; she alone, of all the 
daughters of Eve, was conceived without original sin; during 
her life the smallest stain of actual sin never sullied her pure 
soul. These privileges, though high and holy, sink into com- 
parative insignificance, in the light and glory of the dignity of 
being the Mother of God. The Blessed Virgin is the Mother 
of God, Mother of Jesus Christ, Mother of the Eternal Word 
made flesh. 

This is the beginning and the end, the origin and the 
cause of all her dignity, her greatness, and her sanctity. It 
is from the Incarnation of the Eternal Word we form true 
ideas and worthy notions of the greatness of our Holy Mother. 
Let us for a moment meditate on the profound mysteries of 
the Incarnation, and unfold before the mind of our pious readers 
the important part the Blessed Virgin exercised in the beginning 
of man’s Redemption. 

When the time of man’s Redemption had come, a perfect 
body was formed by the Holy Ghost from the purest blood of 
the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin, a perfect human 
soul was created by the Almighty and joined to this body; 
here we’ have perfect humanity; but before this human mind 
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had begun to think, or the heart to throb — at the instant of 
their union — the Eternal Word, the Son of God, the second 
Person of the most Adorable Trinity, descended from heaven, 
and was hypostatically united to the humanity, thus being 
one Divine Person in two distinct natures. In Jesus Christ, 
therefore, there are two distinct natures, the Divine nature, 
and the human, but only one Divine Person. The Blessed Virgin 
is the Mother of the one Divine Person, Jesus Christ, and Jesus 
Christ is God, therefore the Blessed Virgin, in the strictest 
sense, is the Mother of God. This is an article of Catholic 
faith, was defined in the Third General Council at Ephesus, in 
the year 431, and hence is as true and certain as God is in 
heaven. ; 

The narrative of this definition, given by early writers, is 
most beautiful and edifying. From the days of the apostles 
up to that date nobody dared to doubt the dignity of the Blessed 
Virgin. The light of her countenance, as well as that of her 
sanctity, was as yet vivid, and shone, so to speak, upon the 
early Christians. In the fifth century Nestorius, a wicked heretic, 
blasphemously asserted that in Jesus Christ there were two 
distinct persons as well as natures, viz., the Divine Person and 
the human person, and that the Blessed Virgin was the mother 
of the human person only, and, therefore, was not, and should 
not be styled, the Mother of God. 

- One hundred and fifty-eight Fathers assembled at the Council 
condemned the blasphemous heresy: “Anathema,” they pro- 
nounced, “to these impious errors. Anathema to him who 
holds this doctrine; it is a doctrine contrary to Holy Scripture, 
and to the tradition of our fathers.” This infallible Council, 
assisted as all general Councils are by the unerring Spirit of 
God, vindicated the honor and dignity of Mary by a solemn 
definition in proclaiming her Deipara, that is, Mother of God. 

The 22nd of June, 431, the day of the Council, the people 
of Ephesus were full of anxiety; all, the young and the old, 
the nobles and the humble, waited, lingered, and watched the 
livelong day before the gates of St. Mary’s Cathedral, where 
the Fathers were assembled; as the honor of the Blessed Virgin 
was in the balance, anxiety was painted in every face, and 
each moment was counted for hours. When the Fathers an- 
nounced the solemn definition vindicating the honor of the 
Blessed Virgin, the vast crowds gave vent to their pent-up 
feelings in tears of joy and shouts of acclamation; the whole 
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city was most brilliantly illuminated; the people burned incense 
before the Fathers after the Eastern fashion, and with lighted 
torches accompanied them to their homes, all rejoicing and 
singing the praises and glories of Mary the Mother of God. 

The last fourteen centuries have witnessed the rise and 
fall of kingdoms and empires; dynasties and their works, which 
appeared imperishable, have disappeared; the face of the earth, 
so to speak, has been changed; but faith, like Jesus Christ, is 
immutable, “yesterday, and to-day, and the same for ever.” 
To-day, in the twentieth century, we hold the same faith as 
the people of Ephesus in the fifth, and with our whole heart 
we rejoice in, we proclaim, and we invoke Mary as the Mother 
of God. Mother of God, pray for us. 

Let us pause and meditate on this wondrous dignity of 
the Blessed Virgin. Who is in nearer relationship to the son 
than his mother; Jesus is the Son of Mary; the Sacred Body 
of Jesus — His Sacred Flesh and Precious Blood — was formed 
from Mary’s Immaculate Heart; the very Blood that redeemed 
us on Mount Calvary, had its source in the pure Heart of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. St. Augustine expresses it thus: “The 
flesh of Christ is the flesh of Mary, and although it was raised 
to greater glory in His Resurrection, yet it still remained the 
same that was taken from her.” We cannot set limits to the 
powers of the Almighty. God’s omnipotence might create a 
more perfect being than the Blessed Virgin, but as “Mother 
of God,” Mother of her Creator, she surpasses all even possible 
creatures. “He is made in thee,” says St. Augustine, “who 
made thee.” 


Her Sanctity and Her Greatness. 


The title “Mother of God” constitutes Mary’s greatness 
and glory. “It is this awful title,” says Dr. Newman, “which 
both illustrates and connects together the two prerogatives of 
Mary, her sanctity and her greatness. It is the issue of her 
sanctity; it is the source of her greatness. What dignity can 
be too great to attribute to her, who is so closely bound up, 
so intimately united with the Eternal Word as a mother is with 
her son. What outfit of sanctity, what fulness and redundance 
of grace, what exuberance of merits must have been hers, as 
Jesus did “not abhor the Virgin’s womb...” “Is it surpris- 
ing, then, that on the one hand she ‘should be immaculate 
in her conception; or, on the other, that she should be 
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exalted as a queen with a crown of twelve stars? Men some- 
times wonder that we call her mother of life, of mercy, of 
salvation; what are all these titles compared to that one name, 
“Mother of God ?” 

The Incarnation, therefore, is the source and the cause 
of the sublime dignity, and exalted sanctity of the Blessed 
Virgin. The title “Mother of God” implies her exaltation in 
dignity and holiness beyond the brightest and purest spirit 
that God has created or ever will create. 

St. John Chrysostom, who wrote in the fourth century, 
says, “the Blessed Virgin was a great miracle. Who at any 
time was ever found, or could be found, greater or more illustrious 
than she? She alone exceeds in greatness the heavens and 
the earth. Who could be holier than the Blessed Virgin? Not 
the prophets, not the apostles, not the martyrs, not the 
patriarchs, not the angels, not the thrones, not the domina- 
tions, not the seraphim, not the cherubim, not, finally, any 
creature, visible or invisible, could be found greater or more 
exalted than she. She is, at the same time, the handmaid of 
God, Virgin, and Mother of God.” “Yes,” writes St. Peter 
Chrysologus, “so great is the Virgin, that he must be ignorant 
of the greatness of God, who does not wonder, yea, more, is 
not filled with admiration at the greatness of the Virgin’s 
soul.” St. Anselm, contemplating the dignity of the Mother 
of God, writes, “It was fitting that the Virgin should be adorned 
with that purity than which no greater under God could be 
conceived.” “The Blessed Virgin,” says St. Thomas of Aquin, 
“by being the Mother of God, possesses a sort of infinite dignity, 
derived from the infinite perfection of God, and in this respect, 
nothing superior to her can be made, since there can be nothing 
more perfect than God.” 

Mary. is the “Mother of God,” yea, and a Virgin-Mother, 
too; the sublime and unique title of Virgin-Mother of God is 
the glory and privilege of our holy Mother; to be at the same 
time the purest of virgins, and a real mother, belongs to the 
Blessed Virgin alone. Kinane. 


Please notice the new edition of “Devotion to Mary.” The many subtitles 
give an idea of its wide scope: “Devotion to Mary a sign of Predestination,” “The 
Sweet Name of Mary,” “The Images of the Blessed Virgin,” “A Source of Great 
Graces,” “The Immaculate Conception,” “Visible Protection,” “Collection of 
Beautiful Prayers.” 64 pages; 10 cents per copy; $8.00 per 100 











The Sweet Name of Mary. 





“THE SUBLIME name of Mary, which was given to the 
Mother of God,” says St. Alphonsus, “was not invented here 
on earth; nor was it given or chosen at the good pleasure of 
human beings, as is otherwise the case when anyone receives 
a name. The sweet name of Mary came from heaven, and 
was given to the Mother of God at the Lord’s command.” 
The same is taught by St. Jerome, St. Epiphanius, and St. 
Antonine. “From the treasures of the Godhead,” says Richard 
of St. Lawrence, “proceeded the name of Mary; the Blessed 
Trinity Itself, O most holy Virgin, gave thee this name, which, 
after that of thy Divine Son, surpasses every other name. 
God imparted to thy name great -glory and power in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth.” 

The Church manifests the greatest reverence for the 
holiness of this name. She ordained that her priests incline 
their head whenever they pronounce the name of Mary during 
holy Mass, or when they recite the Divine Office. According 
to the wish and example of the Church, the faithful should 
highly honor this holy name. “The name of Mary,” says the 
devout Thomas a Kempis, “should be highly esteemed by all 
pious persons, it should be embraced by religious, recommended 
to seculars, preached to sinners, whispered to the sorrowing, 
and invoked by all men in time of danger.” This has ever 
been done by the saints. 

St. Alphonsus loved and venerated the sweet name of Mary 
exceedingly; he always pronounced it with greatest reverence, 
and carried it lovingly on his bosom. With sentiments of 
tenderest love he exclaims: “O my sweet Queen and my 
Mother, thou knowest how much I love thee; behold, because 
I love thee, I also love thy holy name. I endeavor with thy 
assistance to remain faithful to my resolution to invoke this name 
frequently during life and especially in the hour of my death.” 
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Whenever St. Theobald, a Cistercian, heard the name of 
Mary pronounced, he repeated it in a charming manner, and 
usually added the words, “blessed, most loving and worthy of 
all veneration.” With these titles, he loved to adorn this holy 
name. 

When Mary of Hungary heard the name of Mary, she 
immediately cast herself to the ground in all humility. 

The holy bishop, Gerard, always bowed his head and knee 
when the name of Mary was pronounced, and desired that 
others do the same. 

As often as the holy abbot, Odilo, heard this name, he 
would bend his knee and add the words, “and the Word was 
made flesh.” 

The venerable Carmelite, Thomas Peter, experienced so 
great devotion and love for the most sweet name of Mary, 
that after his death this holy name was found impressed upon 
his heart. 

The most sweet and holy name of Mary is. so worthy of 
veneration, not only because it is the name of the glorious 
Mother of God, the name of our beloved Mother, but also be- 
cause it contains all the qualities and prerogatives of the Mother 
of God. According to the explanation of St. Bonaventure, the 
name, Mary, means the same as, bitter Sea, Mistress, Star of 
the sea. 

Mary is a Sea, on account of the infinite fullness of graces 


. which she received from God. “Just asGod called the immense 


water-basin, ‘sea,’ so He called the boundless ocean of graces, 
‘Mary,’ says St. Augustine. In this Sea, in Mary, are gathered 
all the gifts of angels and men, of the patriarchs and prophets, 
of the apostles and martyrs, of the confessors and virgins. - 
For thistreason are applied to Mary the words, “In me is all 
grace of the way and of the truth, in me is all hope of life 
and of virtue”(Ecclus. xxiv. 25). 

Bitter, however, was this Sea in the sufferings of her Son, 
for the sword of sorrows pierced her soul, and she could ex- 
claim with Noemi, “Call me not beautiful, but bitter, for the 
Almighty hath filled me with bitterness”’(Ruth 1. 20). 

Mary is our Mistress. For this reason Holy Church re- 
quests that her servants daily salute her as our Queen. By 
all Christianity, she is called Queen of angels and saints. And 
in truth, she is a Mistress, for all the princes of heaven pay 
homage to her; Jesus Christ, the King of kings was subject 
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to her, with her He shared His power; He refuses her no 
petition, wherefore St. Bernard calls her the pleading omnip- 
otence. If it is said of the elect that they reign with Christ 
in the kingdom of heaven, how much more will Mary reign, 
in heaven and on earth! 


“The Virgin’s Name was Mary.” 


As the Star of the Sea, the Church greets Mary in the 
canticle, Ave maris stella, Hail, Star of the Sea. No one could 
have presented the name, Mary, Star of the Sea, in a more 
beautiful, charming and consoling manner, than St. Bernard. 
In a discourse ori the Blessed Virgin, he expresses himself 
thus: “And the Virgin’s name was Mary. A few words about 
the name, Mary, which signifies Star of the Sea... She is 
indeed the noble star of Jacob, which is resplendent in the 
heavens, which casts its rays into hell, illumines the world, 
gives more warmth to the soul than to the body, consumes 
vices and inflames virtues. Beautiful and wonderful is that 
Star which reigns over the sea; that Star which radiates virtue 
and teaches chastity. You, who find yourself on the ebb and 
flow of the vast ocean of life, tossed to and fro by wild storms 
and tempests, look at the Star, keep your eyes steadily fixed 
upon it, if you desire to escape being devoured by the waves. 

“When assailed by the fury of the temptations, when 
sorrows and tribulations surround you, look on Mary, invoke 
Mary. If you sigh under the yoke of pride, of jealousy, or feel. 
inclined to be scornful, call on Mary! If you are burdened 
down by the weight of your sins, if the enormity and horror 
of your vices frighten you, if the revenging voice of your 
conscience tortures you, if you shudder at the thought of 
judgment, or you find yourself on the verge of despair, call 
on Mary.” 

“In dangers, in anguish and distress, call on Mary, pronounce 
the name: Mary! Let this sweet name never be far from your 
lips, never depart from your heart. He who follows Mary, will 
not go astray and will not despair. If you keep hold of her 
hand, she will lead you, she will protect you that you do not 
fall. Under her guidance you have no hardships, under her 
protection, no shipwreck. Understand Mary, and you will 
comprehend why it is written: ‘And the Virgin’s name was 
Mary.’” 

What consolation, what strength, what power, according 
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to St. Bernard, there is in the name of Mary! Her holy name 
is not, like that of other persons, a designation, but in it lies 
a mysterious power. “It is so rich in blessings and graces,” 
says St. Methodius, “that no one can pronounce it devoutly, 
without at the same time obtaining a special grace.” “This 
powerful name,” says St. Germanus, “has the power to obtain 
aid and the life of grace, for those who devoutly invoke it. 
No army so much fears the enemy, as the spirits of hell fear 
the name of Mary.” 

But especially in the hour of death is the holy name - 
Mary the most efficacious means of protection against the 
assaults of hell. “Blessed is he,” says St. Bonaventure, “who 
loves thy name, O holy Mother of God! Thy name is so 
glorious and wonderful, that all who are mindful to invoke it 
in the hour of death, need not fear the attacks of their enemies.” 

For this reason, the devout and holy servants of the Mother 
of God were so anxious to call on this holy and powerful name 
in their last agony, and died with this sweet name on their 
lips. St. Camillus de Lellis, this angel of mercy for the sick 
and dying, exhorted his brethren often to remind dying patients 
to invoke the names of Jesus and Mary. In his last moments 
he called on the sweet names of Jesus and Mary with such 
tender devotion, that all who heard him were inspired with 
divine love. 


Under Mary’s Protecting Mantle. 





LACORDAIRE, in his biography of St. Dominic, tells of an 
incident that here deserves mention. 

One day, at the conclusion of Matins, St. Dominic summoned 
his brethren to the chapter-room, where he gave them an in- 
spiring instruction on love and veneration for the most Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Among other things, he related to them a vision 
which he just had before Matins. In this vision he saw 
our Lord with the Blessed Virgin to His right; Mary was robed 
in a sapphire-blue mantle. As Dominic looked around, he saw 
there in presence of God, priests of every Order, but of his 
own he saw not a single one. Deeply grieved, he shed bitter 
tears on this account, and dared not approach our Lord nor 
His Blessed Mother. 

Now Mary, giving a sign with her hand, beckoned to him 
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to come nearer; he, however, still hesitated, until our Lord, too, 
invited him. Thereupon he approached, and casting himself 
down before them wept bitterly. But our Lord told him to 
arise, saying, “Why do you weep so bitterly ?” 

“I weep,” he replied, “because I see here priests of every 
Order, but not one of my own.” 

“Do you. wish to see your Order?” asked our Lord. 

“Yes, Lord,” replied St. Dominic with a trembling voice. 

Thereupon our Savior laid His hand on the Blessed Virgin’s 
shoulder and said to St. Dominic, “I have entrusted your Order 
to My Mother. Are you then determined to see your Order ?” 

“Oh, yes, my Lord!” replied the saint. Then the Blessed 
Virgin unfolded her mantle spreading it out before his eyes. Its 
immensity seemed to cover all the heavens, and he there beheld 
a great number of his brethren. Dominic cast himself to 
the ground giving thanks to God and the Queen of heaven, for 
this consoling vision. 


How Brother Giles Defended Mary’s Virginity. 


A renowned professor of the Dominican Order had for 
many years been tormented by doubts regarding the virginity 
of the Mother of God, for it seemed to him impossible that 
a mother could at the same time bea virgin. Being a faithful 
son of the Church, these doubts caused him much worry, and 
his ardent desire was to be delivered from this temptation. 

Hearing of Brother Giles, a-disciple of St. Francis of 
Assisi, and a man full of the Divine Spirit, he set out to visit 
him and reveal to him his doubts. Venerable Giles, having been 
enlightened about the interior struggle and intention of the 
troubled professor, went to meet him, and before he had come 
into his presence, he struck his staff upon the ground and 
called out to him, “O Brother Preacher! Mary, a Virgin before 
child-birth!” and immediately there sprouted up from the 
ground where his staff had struck, a most beautiful lily. A 
second time he struck the ground saying, “O Brother Preacher! 
Mary, a Virgin in child-birth!” and another lily stood on the 
spot. And a third time he struck the ground and said, “O 
Brother Preacher! Mary, a Virgin after child-birth!” and the 
third lily bloomed there. After this, Giles withdrew, the Friar 
was immediately delivered from all temptations of doubt, and 
to the end of his life, highly esteemed the venerable Giles who 
was so singularly favored by the Blessed Virgin. 
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A Hint to St. Francis. 


Brother Leo, one of the first companions of the seraphic St. 
Francis, once, in 1230, had the following vision : 

On a wide field he beheld two ladders reaching from earth 
to heaven. One ladder was red, and on the top our Savior was 
leaning against it; the other was white, and against the upper 
end the glorious Virgin Mary rested. The field was full of 
monks of the Order of St. Francis. St. Francis was with them, 
and very busy in assisting the brethren to mount the red ladder. 
Already a large number had climbed partly up the red ladder, 
when suddenly an accident happened that caused great sorrow 
to St. Francis. All fell down backwards, some from near the 
top, others from the middle, and a few from the lower rounds. 
While St. Francis, deeply affected at this misfortune, was raising 
his eyes upward, he saw the Mother of Mercy giving him a sign 
to come to her, to mount her ladder, she would lend a helping 
hand to his brethren. At the command of St. Francis they has- 
tened toward the white ladder and reached the top safe, were 
graciously received by Mary, and led by her to our Divine Savior. 

St. Francis well understood the meaning of this vision, and 
henceforth encouraged his brethren ever more to love the 
Blessed Virgin, as their most amiable Mediatrix. 


“Thou Hast Preferred Another One!” 


In his letters to the bishops of England, concerning the cele- 
bration of the feast of the Immaculate Conception, St. Anselm 
related a remarkable occurrence. 

A brother of the king of Hungary had consecrated himself 
to God in the holy Order, but yielding to the impetuous entreaties 
of his royal relatives, gave consent to marry a young lady of 
most attractive beauty. This prince practiced great devotion 
to Mary, and daily prayed the Office of the Blessed Virgin. On 
his wedding-day, after Mass was over and the nuptial blessing 
had been imparted, he remembered that this day he had not yet 
fulfilled his obligations toward the Blessed Virgin. With this 
thought he dismissed his attendants, threw himself down before 
the altar of Our Lady and said her office. When he came 
to the antiphon, “Thou art all fair and comely, O Daughter of 
Jerusalem,” the glorious Virgin appeared to him and said, “What, 
thou thyself dost confess that I am beautiful and charming, and 
yet, thou hast preferred another one! Am I not indeed more 
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beautiful than the one for whose sake thou hast put me aside? 

In great confusion the prince replied, “It is true, my dear 
Lady, thy beauty and thy graciousness surpass everything that 
can be imagined. But as I unfortunately have made this mis- 
take, what can I do now ?” 

“If thou hast the courage,” replied the Holy Virgin, “for love 
of me to forsake her, on whose account thou didst set me aside, 
then shalt thou possess me in heaven as thy Bride, and if thou 
wilt annually celebrate the feast of my Immaculate Conception 
on December 8th, and wilt endeavor to recommend this practice 
to others, I promise thee a beautiful crown in the kingdom of 
my Son.” 

Having said this she vanished; the prince resolved to aban- 
don his worldly spouse. He concealed himself for a time in 
a neighboring monastery, then fled to Italy, where later on 
he was elected patriarch of Aquileja. Each year, according to 
the wish of the Blessed Virgin, he celebrated with great splen- 
dor, the feast of the Immaculate Conception, to which he added 
the octave. In his exalted position as patriarch he used all his 
influence to induce the other bishops to celebrate the Immacu- 
late Conception with great solemnity. 


Mary Truly a Mother of Mercy. 





The annals of the monastery of St. Bernard of Clairvaux, 
relate the conversion of a youth, who in later years became a 
monk of Clairvaux. The Mother of Mercy, the refuge of sinners, 
brought about this conversion in the following manner: 

A distinguished youth was sent by his parents to Hildesheim, 
there to continue his higher studies. All too soon it happened 
that the young man got into bad company. At first his com- 
panions invited him to take part in apparently innocent amuse- 
ments, but gradually he was acquainted with every kind of 
vice and excess. Sad to say they found this talented youth a 
docile pupil, and soon the apprentice surpassed his masters. 

Now, forgotten and ignored were the loving precepts of his 
devoted parents. Vain were the exhortations and admonitions 
of his teachers. With grief and pity they beheld the young 
man resist the gentle promptings of the Holy Spirit by the voice 
of his conscience, and rush blindly down the road of perdition. 
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Sadly shattered were all the fair hopes which had been justly 
entertained from his now frustrated talents. 

The ever new dissipations and sensual pleasures stifled every 
salutary impression. But God’s infinite mercy would not aban- 
don this stray sheep, and as lenient means were of no avail, His 
hand, which only strikes to heal, seized the more sensitive rod. 
The healthy, pleasure-loving youth suddenly fell seriously ill. 
Our Lord permitted him during this time to descend alive into 
hell, in order to preserve him from the more dreadful misfortune, 
of once being obliged to descend into this abode of the reprobate 
with body and soul for all eternity. 

During his illness, while his body lay immovable, he had 
a vision. It seemed to him that he was in a wild, dreary 
region. Before him, he noticed a place from which frightful 
flames of fire dashed forth, like from an overheated furnace. 
Although greatly terrified at this sight, yet curiosity impelled 
him to step closer and investigate the nature of the place and 
to see what may be the origin and object of this fire. He meant, 
however, to observe the greatest care and precaution not to fall 
into it himself. But hardly had he approached a little closer, 
when a fierce sheet of flames burst forth, seized him and hurled 
him down into the abyss below. 

Horror seized the youth, on seeing himself thus surrounded 
on every side by furious flames. In ghastly form and frightful 
numbers, his conscience showed him the multitude of his heinous 
sins. With the fear of the death of his body, came the terror of 
the eternal death of his soul in the flames of hell. He turned 
his gaze in every direction to see whether he could not discover 
an outlet. At length, to his great relief, he discovered an open- 
ing, small and narrow though. With superhuman strength, 
severely wounded, he forced himself through and got free. 
Fearing that he might again be seized by the flames, he ran 
away as fast and as far as he could. 


The Indignant Queen of Heaven. 


Exhausted from running and tortured by the pains of his 
wounds, he was scarcely able to drag his charred and bruised 
body any farther, when he saw before him a magnificent edifice, 
which seemed to him to be the palace of a king. He entered 
through the open door into a large hall, whose dazzling bright- 
ness his eyes could scarcely bear. There he saw a majestic Lady 
of heavenly beauty, sitting on a throne and surrounded by per- 
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sons of commanding reverence. He at once recognized in the 
Lady, Mary, the Queen of Heaven, and in her court, saints 
and elect. The youth cast himself on his knees before her 
throne, imploring the Blessed Virgin with tearful eyes, to take 
him under her protection, that he might not again be placed in 
such terrible danger which he had just now escaped. 

But alas! to his dismay, he beheld in the countenance of the 
Queen of heaven an expression of indignation and discontent, 
and soon heard from her lips the words: “Who is this bold 
intruder, who dares to appear uninvited in this my hall? See 
how blackened he is from smoke and burned from fire! No 
doubt he is one of those who stole his way out of the furnace. 
Away with him, out of my sight, bring him back to the place 
from which he escaped, where he deserves to suffer forever.” 

These terrible words crushed the youth and in despair he 
cried for mercy; but Mary turned away her face and showed 
herself inexorable. Then, from the surrounding court of the 
saints, three stepped forward, cast themselves down before 
their Queen and implored mercy for the youthful sinner, who 
in his wretchedness had taken refuge to her, as the Mother 
of Mercy. 


“Away with Him from My Sight!’ 


“Now this impious man takes refuge to me,” she replied, 
“after he has deserved and already felt the fire of hell; but 
when has he ever venerated me, or shown the least devotion 
for me? Shall I protect one who within so few years has 
committed so many and such abominable sins, who so insolently 
despised and offended my Divine Son? Away with him from 
my sight!” 

Once more the mediators implored the mercy of the Mother 
of God for the unhappy youth; they pleaded his youth and 
inexperience, the snares of temptations, his youthful passions, 
which caused his negligence in serving her. Taught by this 
terrible experience, he certainly would now give up his vices 
for the rest of his life, be devoted to her in love and gratitude, 
and serve her most zealously; in such a manner they pleaded. 

Amid sobs and tears, the youth affirmed the words of his 
intercessors, and promised to change his life and dedicate 
himself entirely to her service to his very end. Finally, Mary’s 
countenance brightened; she promised him pardon and protec- 
tion, gavethim her blessing and said, “I accept thee as my 
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servant; go in peace, but ever keep faithfully the promise you 
have just made.” 

After these words the youth awoke, and related the vision 
to his friends and teachers. He became a model student, pious, 
virtuous and diligent. At the completion of his studies, he 
consecrated himself to the service of God in the sacred priest- 
hood, and became archbishop of Lyons. In his exalted ministry, 
he did his utmost to spread love and devotion to Mary, the 
Mother of God. 

As the manifold exterior cares and occupations connected 
with the dignity of a bishop, proved to be an obstacle in the 
practice of his prayers and contemplations, and frightened, too, 
by the thought that “severe judgment shall be for them that 
bear rule” (Wis. vi. 6), he resigned his archbishopric, and 
entered the monastery of St. Bernard at Clairvaux. He lived 
there an humble monk and penitent servant of Mary, and died 
in the odor of sanctity. 


Mary Leads to the Road of Sanctity. 





ONLY in the tender years of his boyhood, and already 
without a mother, — such was the sad lot of Oscar, the little 
monastery-pupil in the celebrated Benedictine abbey, Corbie. 
But a good mother he had had, a mother who understood to 
instill into her child a tender love for Mary and to inspire him 
with earnestness and zeal. 

But earnestness and zeal soon disappeared like newly fallen 
snow in springtime, when the gay, mischievous doings of the 
merry crowd of students surged around him. The model pupil 
in whom such fair hopes had been placed, associated too often 
with easy-going companions, and mischief and carelessness got 
the best of him. 

Then came a night of grace and brought to the slumbering 
boy a heavenly vision, an earnest admonition. He found him- 
self in a place full of filth and mire, where a mysterious 
power held him fast. Not far from there he beheld a luminous 
path, upon which, in radiant splendor, he beheld the Blessed 
Virgin walking, accompanied by holy women clad in white. 
Among these he at once recognized his own mother. Overcome 
by love for his mother, the boy endeavored with all his 
strength to go to her. But all his efforts were in vain. The 
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mire held him fast, he could not get free. Mildly the Blessed 
Virgin gazed down upon the struggling, panting boy. 

“My child, do you wish to come to your mother ?” she asked. 

“Oh yes! I should dearly love to go to her!” sobbed the 
little fellow. 

“If you wish to share our company,” Mary now instructed 
him, “shun all levity, give up your childish unruliness, watch 
your conduct, and lead an earnest life. Anyone who finds 
pleasure in levity and idleness cannot join our circle.” 

Oscar awoke, deeply affected by this vision. His resolution 
was formed: Punctually to carry out the admonition of his 
Heavenly Mistress, to become earnest, to become a saint; and 
a saint he became. 

Thus, scarcely fifteen years of age, he chose for himself the 
earnest life of obedience under the rule of the earnest St. Benedict. 
In earnest he was every day striving for virtue and holiness. He 
never said: Itis enough. A holy monk he became, a great lover 
of the holy rule; a holy missionary he became, not fearing fatigue 
and hardships; ever was the image of Mary before him. He had 
seen the beauty of Mary in heavenly vision, and was enrap- 
tured thereby. He wanted to please Mary and be near Mary 
in the kingdom of heaven. He was determined to go to his 
mother, on. the luminous path of the saints, straight and steep 
though it be. He knew that there was no perfection possible 
without profound earnestness and earnest striving. 

“But coarse jests, and idle words or speech provoking to 
laughter, we condemn everywhere to eternal exclusion, and 
for such speech we do not permit the disciple to open his lips;” 
this St. Benedict prudently requests in his rule from all his 
spiritual children. 


Notice. — We sincerely trust that the present unfortunate state of 
affairs resulting from the Railroad strike, may not affect the prompt 
delivery of the May and June issues of Tabernacle and Purgatory. 
But should the magazine be somewhat delayed, we beg our readers’ 
kind forbearance. 
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For the Month of June 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Family. 


Explanation of the true meaning of the Enthronement, full details how to 
enthrone the Sacred Heart, and complete prayers for ceremonial, contained 
in this booklet. It will lead Christian families to make the Loving Heart of 
Jesus the Master and Protector of their homes. 10 cents per copy; $8.00 
per 100 


Six Discourses on the Enthronement. 


By Rev. P. Matheo. The simple, touching words of this apostle of the “King 
of Love” will fire souls with love and a desire to spread the Kingdom of the 
Sacred Heart and hasten Its triumph. 10 cents per copy; $8.00 per 100 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart. 


From the knowledge of the True Veneration of the Sacred Heart will arise love 
and veneration, confidence and gratitude to this Adorable Heart. This book- 
let will prove to be a most welcome guide. 10 cts. per copy; $8.00 per 100 


Come Let Us Adore. 


Two Hours of Adoration: Praise and Atonement to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. You will find these prayers to be just what you wish for the Holy 
Hour, the first Friday devotions, and also for private visits made to console 
the abandoned Heart of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 10 cts. per copy; 
$8.00 per 100 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus. 


Beautiful prayers in honor of the Sacred Heart, Acts of Consecration, etc. 
Appropriate for use on the first Friday and for visits to the Mo#t Blessed 
Sacrament. 5 cents per copy; $4.00 per 100 


Message of the Sacred Heart. 


A most edifying booklet — small, but every one of its pages of purest gold. 
All devout worshipers of the Divine Heart will find in this “Message” a 
message indeed, that is both inspiring and consoling. ‘“Oh,’’ exclaims our 
Lord, “that souls realize the ardent desire I have to be united with every 
one of them individually!” 3 for 5 cents; 100 copies $1.50 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour. 


A neat little brochure of 64 pages, intended to lead souls to console the 
Heart of Jesus, abandoned on our altars, by the practice of the Guard of 
Honor and the Holy Hour. To spread this devotion the price is exceeding- 
ly low. English or German, 5 cts. per copy; $4.00 per 100 


In the Splendor of the Morning Sun. 


A priest writes: “I am very glad you have published two booklets on Holy 
Mass. ‘In the Splendor of the Morning Sun’ is a timely publication that 
will inspire the attentive reader to assist at Mass zealously and as often as 
possible, even under difficulties.” English or German 10 cts. per copy; 
$8.00 per 100 


God Himself Our Sacrifice 


is indeed a charming booklet. When I read it I resolved from henceforth 
to say Mass with more devotion. It does a priest a world of good to read 
such a brochure. It will do wonders when the good Catholic people get hold 
of it. May God bless you.” 10 cts. per copy; $8.00 per 100 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 





Rosaries 


Gifts for First Communion and Confirmation 


Small beads, ro year guarantee, rolled-gold chain $2.00 


Large beads, ” ” ” ” ” ”? 2.50 
Supplied in Opal, Crystal, Sappherine or Mother of Pearl. 


Gold beads elegantly carved in fluted design 6.00 & 7.00 


A Choice Wedding Present 
Bridal Rosary — 20 year guarantee. Iridescent beads. The 
cross attached is of select real Mother of Pearl artistically 
embellished with rolled-gold ornaments 7.75 


Graduation, Birthday and Jubilee Souvenirs 
Small imitation stone beads, 10 yr - guarantee, rolled- gold chain 2.00 


Large imitation stone beads, ” ” = 50 
Supplied in Ruby, Amethyst, Emerald, Garnet, Jet, Teen, . real Mother of Pearl. 


Suitable for Young and Elderly Ladies 
Fine cut oval garnet beads, 20 year guarantee 3.00 
Oval jet beads, handsomely cut and polished. Gold cross at- 
tached, & center emblem tastefully ornamented 4.00 


Gifts for Children 


Imitation stone beads on rolled-gold chain 35 


Genuine Cocoa Rosaries 


Despite great difficulties we have succeeded in procuring a fair 
supply of durable cocoa rosaries which may be had at the 
following prices. According to size & quality — 35, 40, 50& 60 cts. 

Large oblong beads, heavy link chain 0.75 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Dominican, Crosier, and Papal indulgences, and leaflet of explanation will be sent. 


St. Benedict Jubilee Medal 


Heavily gold-plated. 
Not onchain $1.25 On gold-filled chain 


Rolled-gold Scapular Lockets 


Small size, beautifully engraved, on gold-filled chain 
Larger size, a = rg si 
Not on chain, K. of C. seal in colors, watch fob 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, i. 
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